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RUSSO STATES NO INTENT 
OF ACTUAL MURDER NOTED 

Witness Says He Took No Part 
in JFK Assassination Plot 



NUMBER ONE WITNESS Perry R. Russo is show^iiTan 
auto as he arrives at the Criminal Courts building Thursday 
morning to again be cross-examined on his testimony in the 
preliminary hearing involving Clay L. Shaw. Russo said 
Thursday he was put under hypnosis for questioning in the 
case. 



jndRusso, the state’s star witness in 
its Kennedy assassinator? conspiracy, told the special 
three-judge preliminary hearing Thursday that he did 
not think Lee Harvey Oswald, Clay Shaw and David W. 
Ferrie intended to participate actively in a murder 
attempt. v 

Russo, beginning to show signs of the strain of 2Vfe 
days on the witness stand, denied under cross examina- 
tion that he took any part in the assassination plot. 

“You weren’t part of it?” asked defense attorney 
F. Irvin Dymond. 

“No, sir,” came Russo’s reply. 

“Was it understood that these three men would 
actively participate in the assassination?” 

“I didn’t get that impression, no.” 

“Was Dallas mentioned?” 

“No,” answered Russo. 

“That’s all,” Dymond said, 
bringing to an end his cross 
examination which started 
Wednesday morning. 

Shaw sat erect and smoked 
almost continuously. He will 
celebrate his 54th birthday Fri- 
day, the day the preliminary 
hearing goes into its fourth day. 

Following Russo to the wit- 
ness stand was Dr. . Nicholas 
P. Chetta, Orleans Parish cor- 
oner, the fourth witness the 
state called in the court session 
to determine if there is prob- 
able cause to hold Shaw for 
trial. 

CONSIDERED SANE 

Chetta told the court he con- 
siders Russo sane. 

Defense attempted to chal- 
lenge his stability, and asked 
Russo if he ever attempted to 
take his own life, or if he ever 
jumped from a school window. 

Getting the court to permit 
Dr. Chetta to testify was an im- 
portant point for the state. Dy- 
mond objected strenuously to 
Chetta’s testimony and at one 



LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
Identified by Russo As 
Leon Oswald. 



point Judge Matthew S. Branirt 
snapped at Dymond: 

“You made the implication 
that this witness (Russo) was 
crazy. You inferred that he 
was testifying under hypnosis 
and also that he tried to kill 
himself. Where do you get off 
objecting now?” 

Judge Bernard J. Bagert is 
the presiding member of the 
court. The third judge on the 
panel is Malcolm V. O'Hara. 

Other defense, attorneys are 
Edward F. Wegmann, William 
Wegmann and Salvatore Pan- 
zeca. 

Arguing the case for the state 
Thursday were First Asst. Dis- 
trict Attorney Charles Ward, 
and Assistant District Attorneys 
James Alcock and Alvin V. 
Oser. 

The hearing will resume at 
10 a. m. Friday. 

Other key developments in 
testimony Thursday included: 

—Russo’s admission that he 
was questioned under hypnosis 
lypnotized. 

—He gave the first names of 
| two other persons attending a 

Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 3. Col. 1 



Continued from Page 1 

party at Ferried home prior to 
the meeting to plot the assas- 
sination. 

Russo claims that at a meet- 
ing at Feme's apartment at 
3330 Louisiana ave. pkwy., he 
heard Oswald, Shaw and Feme 
plot to assassinate President 
Kennedy. 

Oswald was named by the 
Warren Commission as the loen 
assasin. 

Ferrie, who denied ever hav- 
ing known Oswald, died last 
Feb. 22, a few days after his 
name was mentione in published 
reports about District Attorney 
Jim Garrison's probe. 

Shaw Denied Being 
Involved in Plot 

Shaw was arrested March 1 
and is free on a $10,000 bond. 

He denied knowing either Os- 
wald or Ferrie and said he 
never was involved in a conspir- 
acy of any kind. 

Thursday, JayjjgSj^^alkn, 
who was subpSaednaf^wed- 
nesday by the state, was not 
called as a witness. Lewallen 
was identified as a former 
roommate of Feme's when the 
two lived in lfenngr Russo said 
that he first metFerrie at his 
home in Kenner. 

Defense, meanwhile, asked for| 




subpenas for 

» es and 

to be the two 
speaking men Russo testified 
were at Feme's the night of, 
but prior to, the plot meeting. 
He referred to them only by 
the first names of Manuel and 
a named sounding like Fulian 
or J ulian. 1 

Judge Bagert said at the 
close of Thursday's session 
“The hearing has all the ear- 
marks of concluding tomor- 
row, hopefully early." 

I Dr. Chetta, on resumption of 
I the questioning, told the court 
that sodium penathol was ad- 
ministered to Russo in the “op- 
erating room suite" at Mercy 
Hospital. The doctor said a sa-, 
line solution was injected first, 
then the sodium pentathol. Pres- 
ent for the administering, he 
said, were Russo, assistant dis- 
trict attorneys Oser and An- 
drew Sciambra and Drs. (Rich- 
ard G.) Zepemick and James A. 
Wall. 



Oser showed Dr. Chetta a 
document that Oser said was a 
release form used by. Mercy 
Hospital. 

The questioning picks up here: 

Q.: Prior to administering the 
sodium pentathol. did you ex- 
plain the release form to Rus- 
so? 

A.: Yes, I told him of it. Ru&- 



so said he woulld consent. I 
told him to read it carefully. 

Q.: How many occasions did 
you see Russo before giving him 
sodium pentathol? 

A.: One. 

Q.: How many after giving 
him the sodium pentathol? 

A.: Approximately six times. 
Dr. Chetta said he was pres- 
ent when Russo was put un- 
der hypnosis three times. He 
said the first time was in his 
coroner's office. The second 
time was in First Assistant 
District Atty. W ard’s office 
and the third time was again 
in the coroner's office. 

Dr. Chetta said the adminis- 
tering of sodium pentathol to 
Russo was given under accept- 
ed medical procedures. 

It was here that Oser asked 
Dr. Chetta if he felt Perry Rus- 
so were sane. 

“I feel Perry Russo ful- 
filled all the legal require- 
ments of sanity," replied Dr. 
Chetta. “This was decided 
from talking with him, ob- 



serving him, listening to his 
conversations, his past his- 
tory, his knowledge of current 
events; his answers were 
readily given and correct." 
Taking a hypothetical person 
I who fit Russo’s description, Oser 
j asked Dr. Chetta if he felt the 
| person were sane in 1963 dur- 
| ing the alleged plotting to kill 
[President Kennedy. 

“He was not insane in 1963," 
[said Dr. Chetta. “He was sane." 

Continuing on the hypothetical 
person, Oser asked Dr. Chetta 
if he felt this person Tuesday 
and Wednesday on the witness 
stand, referring to Russo, were 
I sane. 

“His behavior was that of a 
rational, controlled, well-disci- 
plined person," answered Dr. 

I Chetta. 

‘Definitely Not Fake 

by Russo’ — Dr. Chetta 

“Was he faking the sodium 
pentothol test?" asked Oser. 

“It was definitely not a 
fake by Russo/’ replied Dr. 
Chetta. “It was a good re- 
sulting examination. The con- 
vincer to me was that after 
discontinuing the sodium pen- 
tothol and being placed on 
oxygen, Russo called out, “I 
forgot to tell you something, 
Mr. Sciambra.’ " 

Oser asked Dr. Chetta if 
Russo made statements to him 
before administering sodium 
pentothol and after administer- 
ing that were substantially the 
same. This drew a vigorous 
objection from the defense, be- 
cause it tended, Dymond said, 
to inject the results of sodium 
pentothol tests as evidence. 

Oser rephrashed the ques- 
tion. “Was this part of what 
you based your opinion of 
Russo’s sanity?" he asked. 

Again Dymond objected. 
“Your honor," he told Judge 
Bagert, “the reliability of so- 
dium pentothol in court has not 
been established." 

Judge Bagert said it had in 
cases of determining sanity, 
citing the cases of the State 
vs. Esposito and the State vs. 
Modesto. 

Finally, Dr. Chetta replied, 
yes, these conversations or 
statements played a factor in 
determining the sanity." 

After Dr. Chetta said the use 
of hypnosis and sodium pento- 
thol achieved the same objec- 
tive — removing any mental 
blocks— the state asked for a 
recess until Friday at 10 a. m. 

After a recess for lunch, 
Dymond told the bench that 
the defense learned of anoth- 
er tape-recorded interview 
that was made with Russo— 
by ChariesKJ^» news di- 
rector ot jmx radio. Dy- 




— Pholo bv The Tlmes-PIcavune. 



ATTORNEY Dean A. Andrews Jr. speaks briefly to news- 
men after an appearance before the Orleans Parish Grand 
Jury on Thursday. The jury is again looking into what Dis- 
trict Attorney Jim Garrison calls a New Orleans plot to kill 
President Kennedy. Andrews was later indicted by the grand 
jury for perjury. j 



mond motioned that Ray, who 
was present in the court, be 
subpenaed to testify on the 
recorded interview. Judge 
Bagert put Ray under a ver- 
bal subpena, and it was indi- 
cated that the defense will 
call him to testify later in 
the hearing. 

After Russo was returned to 
the stand for further cross-ex- 
amination, Dymond asked him 
if he was ever hypnotized oth- 
er than instances he mentioned 
earlier. He said he was not. 

Russo told of seeing Ferrie 
practice hypnotism, and added 
that he (Russo) attempted un- 
successfully to hypnotize some- 
one. He told the court that he 
never took any courses or oth- 
er training in hypnotism. 

Returning to the subject of 
the alleged four-man meeting 
in Feme’s apartment during 
September of 1963, Dymond 
asked Russo to explain his in- 
terpretation of “triangulation,” 
and what Ferrie meant by the 
term. 

Russo quoted Ferrie as once ( 
telling of a woman who ran ( 
up to a car bearing former ] 
President Dwight D. Eisenhow- ( 
er and opening her purse be- ] 
fore authorities could reach j 
her. If someone can get this 
close and not care for his own j 
life, then that person can easily j 
kill the President, said Russo, 
still quoting Ferrie. 
“SCAPEGOAT” PLANNED | 

Ferrie then added, the witness 
continued, that if two people 
were in the act, the man in the 



rear could fire a shot to divert 
the public’s attention and the 
front man “could fire the shot 
that would do the job.’*’ 

Russo said Ferrie was in the 
habit of gesturing wildly to il- 
lustrate his conversation, and 
he thrust three fingers into the 
air when referring to triangula- 
tion. Working under this plan, 
either two of three in the as- 
sassination plot would have to 
be sacrificed the third person 
would go free; or one of the 
trio would be the scapegoat, and 
the other tow would go free. 

He quoted Ferrie as saying 
that, under this plan, all three 
men would be firing at the 
Presided 

“Whaf, was to determine 
Continued in Sec. 1 , Page 6 
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which one woud oe sacrificed,” 
questioned Dymond. 

Russo testified that this 
point was not mentioned dur- 
ing the meeting. 

It was at this time that Dym- 
ond asked Russo if he was under 
the impression that the three 
men in question— Oswald, Ferrie 
and Shaw— ^ere actually to 
participate in the assassination. 

“I didn’t get that impression, 
no,” replied Russo. 

The conversation in the apart- 
ment, Russo said, then turned 
to how assassins would leave 
the country after the murder. 
He said Bertrand argued with 
Ferrie about the thought of fly- 
ing to Mexico. Bertrand said 
persons involved would im- 
mediately be caught and held 
there. 

Dymod then asked if it was 
understood that either Ferrie, 
Oswald or Bertrand was to be 
the person leaving the country. 
Russo replied “no.” 

Dymond Fires 3 
Unrelated Questions 

Dymond then fired a series of > 
questions, seemingly unrelated, 
at Russo, including, “Did you 
know that Ferrie was a part 
owner of the filling station?” 
(where Russo earlier claimed 
-4iaving seen Bertrand) “was 
Dallas ever mentioned?” and 
“did you ever know or meet 
Oswald’s wife?” • 

Russo aswered “no” to all 
three questions. He said, how- 
ever, that he knew Oswald was 
married because Ferrie had 
mentioned it. 

Returning to the apartment 
scene, Russo testified that Os- 
wald was sitting in Feme’s liv- 
ing room polishing a rifle at 
one time and he made no at-; 
tempt to hide the rifle when 
Russo entered. Asked if he 
meant to identify the rifle pre- 
sented as an exhibit earlier in 
the hearing as the one he saw 
Oswald pohshig, Russo said he 
did not. 

Dymond then asked Russo 
questions concerning a visit 
Russo made to Shaw’s home at 
1313 Dauphie last month, in the 
company of a number of dis- 
trict attorney’s assistants and 
ivestigators. Russo said they 
parked outide the home at about 
noon and waited for some 90 
minutes until Shaw appeared for 
about 30 seconds. Russo then 
identified Shaw to district at- 
torney officials as the man he 
knew as Clem Bertrand. 

Russo said they waited for | 



) another two Jiours hoping that 
Shaw would again come out 
so that a more positive iden- 
tification could be made. 
When he did not, it was de- 
cided that Russo, accompa- 
nied by one of the district 
attorney’s men, would knock 
on Shaw’s door and pose as 
insurance salesmen. 

An amusing moment then 
came as Dymond complained 
that he could not hear Russo’s 
testimony because the witness 
was chewing candy while speak- 
ing. Judge Bagert ordered the 
candy removed. 

“Whose idea was it to go up 
and pose as an insurance sales- 
man,” asked Dymond. 

Russo said he did not remem- 
ber. He said he did not want 
to use his own name should 



Shaw himself come to the door, 
• so he removed a business card 
of a friend from his wallet and 
decided to use the name “Ad- 
a represeSft- 
tive of Mutual of Omaha. 

“Who suggested Mutual of 
. Omaha?” asked Dymond. 

Russo said he did not recall. 
He said that, since his picture 
was in the newspaper the week 
before and since Bertrand may 
have seen it, he did not use his 
own name and company for 
fear of being recognized. Russo 
is a salesman with the Equita- 
ble Life Assurance Corporation. 

Dymond then asked Russo if 
he did not think Bertrand would 
recognize him since both of 
them were present at the 1963 
meeting and saw each other at 
the service station. Russo an- 
swered merely that he was 
Jfraid of being hurt if he used 
I is own name, but that he was 
ertain that Shaw recognized 
im. He said that before re- 
jming inside, Shaw asked, 
What did you say your name 
ras?” 

“Did you have any trouble 
identifying the defendant,” Dy- 
mond asked. 

“Absolutely not,” answered 
Russo. 

DR. CHETTA CALLED 

Following a brief recess, the 
state called Dr. Chetta to the 
witness stand. 

Oser asked Dr. Chetta a num- 
ber of questions aimed at estab- 
lishing his qualification in the 
fields of medicine and psychi- 
atry. Dr. Chetta testified that 
he received his medical degree 
from Louisiana State Universi- 



ty Medical School in 1941, has 
been Orleans Parish coroner 
since 1950, and that he is called 
upon to testify in court some 
six times each month in rela- 
tion to cases relating to the 
field of psychiatry. 

Oser then asked the coroner 
for a definition of narcoanaly- 
sis. Dr. Chett explained that 
narcoanalysis is a drug-induced 
state of hypnosis in which the 
subject is semi-conscious but is 
able to bear and answer ques- 
tions. 

“It helps him to remember 
things he has forgotten and 
reveal things he does not care 
to reveal,” the coroner added. 
“It is sort of a twilight zone. 
Dr. Chetta said two drugs 
commonly used in narcoanaly- 
sis are sodium pentathol, com- 
monly known as truth serum, 
and sodium Amytal. 

“But it has certain limita - 

tions,” Dr. Chetta added. He 
said a physician administering 
these drugs must have know- 
ledge of the patient’s physical 
background, or the danger can 
be great. 

A person under these drugs 
can still lie, he explained; but 
if the physician administering 
them is experienced in their 
use, he can “pick up the fal- 
lacies the person has.” 

Dr. Chetta said he first met 
Russo Feb. 27 in his Bienville 
st. office. In the company of 
several district attorney’s of- 
ficials, they went to Mercy 
Hospital where Dr. Chetta ex- 
amined Russo’s blood pressure, 
heart, lungs and respiratory 
rate, prior to giving one of the 
truth drugs to him. 

At this time, Dymond ob- 
jected to the state’s line of 
questioning. There followed a 
lengthy debate on the legal 
aspects of the questioning. Judge 
Bagert called a recess to al- 
low time to refer to law books 
giving examples of similar situa- 
tions and how they were de- 
cided. 

Highlights of Morning 
Cross Examination 

Highlights of the morning 
cross examination of Russo 
Thursday included: 

—Russo's admission that he 
was hypnotized three times 
“between Feb. 24 and March 
13” although he could not re- 
member exact dates. 

—That he saw “Leon” Os- 
wald once when he was freshly 
shaven and clean appearing. 




S. ES »N (right), subpenaeTToVear'^oTeZ 
rlean s Pansh Grand Jury, walks around a corner at the 
Criminal Courts Bldg. Thursday with his attorney George 
Dim , Lewallen was once a roommate of the late 

sSSSJSSt.*' pe^r, R “ s “ “ a “ 



Wednesday he said he was un- 
ble to identify pictures of Os- 



wald 1 because he always saw 
him when he needed a shave 



was dirty, and his hair was 
messed. 

—That after the assassina- 
tion Russo never asked Ferrie 
about the alleged assassination 
plotting meeting in Feme’s 
apartment in mid - September 
1963. 

—That, though, most of his 
life has been as a resident of 
New Orleans he never remem- 
bers seeing Shaw’s picture in 
the newspapers nor on televi- 
sion until after Shaw’s arrest 
March 1. 

—Russo denied that he con- 
tributed anything to the assas- 
sination plans and denied he 1 
wanted to see President Ken- J 
nedy killed. i 

Dymond, once again, con- 
ducted the entire cross exam- 
ination. He occasionally con- 1 
suited with the two Weg- f 
manns. ^ 

Garrison did not appear in r 
the courtroom during the Thurs- C 
day morning session, nor did 
he appear Wednesday after- t< 
noon. Cross examination of q 
Russo started Wednesday morn- a 
ing. Garrison, his face blistered n 



is and peeling from a sunburn 
left during the recess for luncf 
* e Wednesday and did not return 
n Harold J. Lidden . news di- 
s rector fo r^WVUE-^V . was the 
r first witness to testify Thurs- 
day morning. He appeared on a 
s subpena filed by the defense, 
if Lidden presented an audio 
l- tape of an interview given by 
n Russo March 1, a day he was 

- being interrogated by the Dis- 
t trict Attorney’s office and the 

day Shaw was arrested. 

- Lidden said he did not know 
. if the tape was edited. He added 
» that control of the tape was his 
. responsibility “only in a general 

way/’ 

TAPE PLAYED 
The tape was played, and 
Russo was asked if it was a 
faithful recording of the inter-, 
view between him and a WVUE 
reporter taken in front of the 
Civil Court Bldg., on Tulane. 

Russo said he could not at- 
test to who was asking him 
questions from WVUE, and he 
added that the interview was 
not conducted in front of the 



, courts building, but rather at 
i the Broad st. entrance. 

Dymond asked him if he gave 

• any other interviews at that en- 
: trance, and Russo replied, “Not 

• that I can remember.” 

Russo then said that he 
had a “conversation” with 
the television reporter, that it 
was not an interview, as 
such. 

Dymond then asked Russo if 
he had ever jumped or threat- 
ened to jump out of a window 
while he was attending Colton 
Junior High. 

The state objected, and Dy- 
mond argued that he was rais- 
ing the question to check on the 
mental stability of the witness. 

“The mental stability is cer- 
tainly an issue here when you 
have the veracity of a witness 
at stake,” Dymond told the 
court. 

The objection overruled, Rus- 
so answered: 

“Absolutely not.” 

“At any time did you at- 

Continued in Sec. 1, Page 8 




Continued from Sec. 1, Page 6 4 
■ tempt suicide or attempt to take 
your own life?” 

“Absolutely not,” answered 
Russo. 

Questions Returned 
to Oswald Picture 

Dymond then returned to Rus- 
so’s inability to identify an un- 
touched photo of Oswald. He 
asked if before, when Russo 
was shown a photograph of Os- 
wald, “you could not identify it 
as the Leon Oswald you knew 
until the photograph was touched 
up to add whiskers and ruffled 
hair.” 

Russo replied, “Not exactly, 
no sir.” 

He then said that, when he 
looked at the untouched photo, 
it looked like Feme’s room- 
mate. This took place in Baton 
Rouge where he was first ques- 
tioned by the district attorney’s 
staff. 

After he came to New Or- 
leans, he said, he allowed the 
district attorney’s staff mem- 
ber to make alterations to the 
photograph; and he then told 
them that this was Ferrie’s 
roommate. 

Dymond asked again if he had 
not been able to identify a pho- 
. tograph in Baton Rouge as the 
, Leon Oswald Russo knew as 
Ferrie’s roommate and he an- 
1 swered affirmatively. 

1 Russo said that he saw only 
about three or four different 
. pictures of Oswald, and he saw 
these maybe 100 times. 

He recalled pictures he saw 
as one of Oswald standing and 
holding a rifle and gun, a baby 
picture, and another of him dis- 
tributing pamphlets in New Or- 
leans. 

“Are those the only pictures' 
you saw?” 

“That I can recall, yes, sir.*’ 
And then he added, “The face 
was always familiar.” 

‘SLIPPED . . . MIND’ 
Dymond asked why he did not 
contact federal authorities, and 
Russo, replied, “The FBI said 
that he was the man that did it, 

I was at school, and it slipped 
out of my mind.” 

‘‘You admit there were some 
questions on your mind?” 

“I made some remarks to my 
friends that ‘I think I might 
know that man’ ” Russo an- 
swered. 

Dymond asked if, when he 
told his friends this, he was re- 
ferring to having known him as 
“Leon Oswald.” 

Russo said he did not mean 
as a name, “but as a face.” 
Dymond asked why, then, in 



a Baton Rouge television inter- 
view, he told a reporter that he 
never heard of Oswald until the 
assassination. 

Russo said there were sev- 
eral reasons: He knew that the 
DA’s office was trying to con- 
tact him; he did not want to 
just say yes to somehing in an ( 



interview; he did not know Lee 
Oswald, and finally, “maybe I 
was scared.” 

Russo continued that “all of 
a sudden people tried to knock 
my house down,” referring to 
reporters trying to interview 
him. 

Dymond asked him if he 
thought he could have gotten in 
touch with the FBI, the Secret 
Service or the Warren Com- 
mission. Russo said he did not 
know about the Warren Com- 
mission, “but the other two I 
could have gotten a hold of.” 

He Did NoTWant 
to Fight Government 

Dymond then asked why he 
did not contact them between 
November 1963 and March 1, 
1967. Russo said he was con- 
centrating on getting through 
school. He also said he did not 
want to fight the federal gov- 
ernment. 

“How do you consider you 
would be fighting the federal 
government?” 

Russo replied that on TV, ra- 
dio and in the newspapers the 
FBI said that only one man 
was involved. Then he said 
that “when it got a little closer 
home,” he saw Garrison was 
saying Ferrie was involved, he 
thought “maybe I could help 
him.” 

“Where you aware that David 
Ferrie was arrested very short- 
ly after the assasination?” 

“No, sir.” 

Russo said then he saw Fer- 
rie ' in New Orleans between 
October and November, 1963, 
and after the assassination. 

Dymond asked if he talked 
to Ferrie about the assassina- 
tion. 

“No, sir.” 

Russo then repeated what he 
said earlier, that some seven 
or eight months after the as- 
sassination he was having car 
trouble. He drove into a serv- 
ice station on Veterans- hwy. 
which Ferrie owned or operat- 
ed. There, he saw Ferrie and 
Shaw together. 

Russo said he saw Ferrie 
about four or six times after 
the assassination, but the en- 



counter at the service station 
was the only specific meeting 
he could remember. 

He said the others probably 
ccurred during the summer; 
nd during those meetings, 
’errie “talked about the DA’s 
ffice, but only general re- 
larks. He didn’t like what was 
oing on. He was a broken 
nan.” 

Dymond asked what he 
meant. 

“He was no longer a spec- 
tacular man, a party man.” 

Russo said he would ask, 
“What’s wrong, Dave?” and 
Ferrie would talk about the 
FBI, or Garrison’s office or au- 
thority in general. 



“Did he say he was being 
hounded by the DA?” 

“No, sir, not as I recall.” 
‘NOT CURIOUS’ 
Dymond asked if, in spite of 
Ferrie’s resentment, Russo did 
not know he had been picked 
up, or if Russo was not nat- 
urally curious in view of his 
attending the plot meeting. 

“No, sir,” answered Russo, 
“Dave Ferrie talked about so 
many things.” 

A little later, Russo said Fer- 
rie had a habit of “fi llin g in 
all the answers, so why ques- 
tion him, he would do all the 
talking.” 

“Was he inclined to brag?” 
“At first I thought so, but 
I changed my mind because 
he would cite the chapter and 
verse to back up what he 
said.” 

Dymond continued to ask 
Russo if he ever questioned 
Ferrie about the success of his 
assassination plans; and each 
time Russo answered, “No, 
sir.” Dymond asked why, and 
Russo replied: “After being 
around Dave, you knew never 
to ask questions. I didn’t ask.” 
“Are you telling me it was 
impossible to ask?” 

“No, sir.” 

“Your testimony is that you 
were present when Dave Fer- 
rie entered into a plan to kill 
the President and you never 
saw fit to ask him about it?” 
“Yes, sir.” 

Attorney Questions 
About Hypnosis Use 

Next Dymond moved to ques- 
tions about hypnosis. 

Russo said he was hypnotized 
by Dr. Esmond Fatter, a pri- 



vate physician. 

When Dymond asked if he 
was hypnotized March 1, Russo 
said he was not sure of the 
exact date. In answer to other 
questions, Russo said: He was 
hypnotized in the office of the 
Orleans Parish coroner; that he 
was hypnotized three times 
“between Feb. 24 and March 
13.” 

Asked to be specific, Russo 
said he was not. willing to say 
a specific date. 

At one point, Dymond ask- 
ed if he was under hypnosis 
at the trial, and Rnsso said 
no. 

Asked why he said “between 
Feb. 24 and March 13,” since 
he did not come to New Orleans 
until Feb. 27, Russo answered 
that the period between Feb. 24 
and March 13 “had been a try- 
ing ordeal for me, and Feb. 24 
is where I considered I got in- 
volved.” 

“You’re not willing to pinpoint 
closer?” 

“I’m not willing to $ay a date 
because I might be wrong. I’m 
only willing to tell what I’m 
absolutely sure of.” 

Dymond asked Russo how the 
doctor hypnotized him. 

Russo said he asked ques- 
tions and he talked to him about 
general things. 

‘WHAT INSTRUCTIONS ?* 
“What instructions did he 
give you?” 

“No specific instructions. He 
didn’t order me. He talked. He 
questioned me.” 

Russo said that in the process 
of being hypnotized, the doctor 
said “nice, soothing, relaxing 
things.” 

He said he was told to be very 
relaxed and to come out of the 
trance with a smile on his face. 

Dymond also questioned Rus- 
so about his questioning by the 
DA’s office. 

He said he arrived at the 
DA’s office Monday, Feb.. 27, 
at 9 a.m. He said he was inter- 
viewed in several offices. 

Russo said he was shown 
several photographs including 
those of Oswald and Ferrie. 
“Do you remember any of the 
others?” 

“The defendant’s.” 

“Could you identify it?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“After you identified it, were 
you told who it was?” 

“No, sir.” 

Dymond then moved to a 
series of questions attempting 
learn if Russo could have 



seen Shaw’s picture in New ur- 
leans newspapers, or on tele- 
vision, or as a speaker while he 
was at Loyola University. 

TELLS OF ROUTINE 
He was asked about his news- 
paper reading habits, and he 
said it “runs in cycles,” indi- 
cating that while at school when 
he had tests he did not read 
newspapers regularly, but at 
other times he usually read the 
front page, the editorial page 
and then sports. 

“That was my routine.” 

Asked if during this time he 
ever saw Shaw’s picture, he 
replied, “Not to my recollec- 
tion.” 

He repeated that the first 
time he saw him was when 
President Kennedy was here to 
dedicate the Nashville ave. 
wharf (May, 1962). 

Russo said he may have seen 
him one other time when Russo 
was at a Republican party 
headquarters for a small local 
election. The headquarters, he 
said, was on Camp st., although 
he indicated he was not sure, 
nor did he give any details. 

He said that, when he saw 
Shaw at the wharf and be- 
cause Shaw was not looking at | 



the President but at exits and 
the crowd he, Russo, told 
someone nearfcy, “That’s got 
to be a Secret Service man.” 

Russo also said that, when he 
was introduced to Clem Ber- 
trand at Ferrie’s apartment in 
mid-September 1963, when the 
plqt was allegedly hatched, he 
said to Bertrand, “I know you. 
Weren’t you at Nashville ave. 
wharf when the President was 
there.” He said he did not re- 
call what Bertrand answered. 

“Did you think there would 
be a Secret Service man at Fer- 
rie’s home?” 

“I’m not sure if I said that 
then.” 

“Wouldn’t you have felt aw- 
fully uneasy in a group of four 
men plotting the assassination 
if you thought one of the four 
was a secret agent?” 

“He seemed to dispel to me 
that relationship,” Russo said. 

“Don’t you think men in the 
Secret Service operate sepa- 
rate?” 

“I’m sure they do.” 

Russo was later asked when 
he first, after he identified 
Clem Bertrand, learned he was 
Clay Shaw. 

“I don’t recall when I was 



told, maybe after he was ar- 
I restedl heard it on television.” 
Russo Observed Shaw 
Via One-Way Mirror 
He said he saw Shaw in the 
district attorney’s office March 
1, and in answer to questions, 
said he did not speak to me, but 
saw him through a one-way 
mirror, 

Russo said he was placed in 
Continued in Sec. 1, Page 9 



a room which had a one-way 
mirror. He was told to watch 
people entering the other room 
and, if he saw someone he rec- 
ognized, he was to let officials 
know. He said he could not hear 
any conversation in the other 
room. 

“Did they tell you who was 
in there?” 

“No, sir. They said to tell 
them if I saw anyone familiar 
walk in.” 

The remainder of the morn- 
ing session was devoted to 
asking Russo to mark on de- 
fense photographs of Ferrie’s 
apartment approximate loca- 
tions occupied by Shaw, Fer- 
rie and Oswald during the al- 
leged mid-September, 1963. 
meeting at which the assassi- 
nation was plotted. 

Russo was asked if he ob- 
served any Spanish - speaking 
individuals at the September 
party in Ferrie’s place preced- 
ing the meeting. 

He said there were two: one 
named Manuel and another 
named Fulian or Julian. He was 
asked which wore a beard, and 
he said he did not believe either 
did. 

When Russo said Oswald was 
unshaven, Dymond asked if he 
ever saw him cleaned and 
shaved. 

“Once.” 

“When?” 

“When he was leaving for 
1 Houston during the first w eek 

gjFQjflfflyr ” 

"He was cleanly shaven 7 ” 
“Yes, sir.” 

“Just before he left either in 
late September or early Octo- 
ber he was neatly dressed?” 
“Yes, sir.” 

“Why, after having seen him 
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“What in hell is he doing 
here?” 



Continued from Sec. 1, Page 8 

cleanly shaven, couldn’t you 
identify him in a picture.” 

“I was only there eight to 
10 minutes and I didn’t take 



He said Ferrie told them: 
“Forget him, he's all right. He 
doesn’t know anything.” 

Cardinal Believes 
Others Involved 



great notice of him.” 

After these questions Russo 
answered questions denying he 
wanted to see Kennedy killed, 
or that he indicated violent feel- 



BOSTON (AP) -Richard Car- 
dinal Cushing said Thursday “I 
never believed” that the assas- 
sination of President John F. 
Kennedy “was the work of one 
man.” 



ings for the President. 

He said neither Bertrand nor 
Oswald w an t e d him at the 
meeting. Bertrand, Russo said, 
asked, “Who gave him the all 
right?” and Oswald asked: 



The Roman Catholic archbish- 
op of Boston said he doesn’t 
think the Warren Commission 
report on the assassination is 
complete. He said of the New 
Orleans probe, “I think they 
should follow it through.” 
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Cardinal Cushing made his 
remarks to newsmen at a press 
conference on plans for the Bos- 
ton archdiocese. 

The cardinal implied that 
there are portions of the Warren 
report that have not been made 



public. He noted that interviews 
and statements from world 
leaders about the late president 
for the Kennedy Memorial Lib- 
rary will not be made public 
until the death of such indi- 
viduals. 



